


IN JUST NINE YEARS:

123,265  
LIVES TRANSFORMED  

$11,000,000 RAISED

Water1st is a grassroots organization of more than 4,000 supporters across 
the country. Together, we are having an impact on the lives of the world’s 
poorest people.

Water1st was created to support water projects that would last.  
We believe poor people are their own best resource in escaping  
poverty, and we fund solutions based on their priorities. In a world 
that entices us with new technologies, it is easy to lose track of the  
human element. But we have remained steadfast to our approach and  
vision. We have over 1,200 projects still functioning today, proving that this 
respectful approach works.
 
Thank you for believing in this mission and making it your own.

Margie Duckstad			   Marla Smith-Nilson 
Chair, Board of Directors			  Executive Director 



242 
PROJECTS COMPLETED  

66 
PROJECTS UNDERWAY  
SERVING 7,955 PEOPLE

IN 2014:

16,921  
LIVES TRANSFORMED

HONDURAS:   
9 PROJECTS  
3,444 PEOPLE SERVED

INDIA:  
35 PROJECTS 
14,400 PEOPLE SERVED 

ETHIOPIA:  
5 PROJECTS 
17,384 PEOPLE SERVED

BANGLADESH:  
1,157 PROJECTS 
88,037 PEOPLE SERVED

PARTNER:  COCEPRADIL PARTNER:  WATER ACTION PARTNER: AKSHAYNAGAR PALLISRI SANGHA PARTNER: DUSHTHA SHASTHYA KENDRA 

REVENUE          EXPENSES
2014

MANAGEMENT: 2.4%

FUNDRAISING:  
9.3%

PROGRAMS: 
88.3%

FOUNDATIONS: 17%

CORPORATIONS: 5%
CIVIC, RELIGIOUS AND 
EDUCATIONAL ORGS: 1%

INDIVIDUALS: 
77%

WE LEVERAGE YOUR INVESTMENT.  
For every $1 invested, local government and  
communities contribute an additional 57¢.  

$1,692,769  
RAISED
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EVERY PROJECT YOU FUND INCLUDES CLEAN WATER, TOILETS, 
HYGIENE EDUCATION, AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZING.  

LASTING, COMPREHENSIVE SOLUTIONS

CLEAN WATER ALONE IS NOT ENOUGH.
Water1st projects integrate toilets and hygiene 
education, as well as piped water systems. 
This approach stops the spread of disease and 
saves lives.
 
COMMUNITIES DRIVE EVERY ASPECT 
OF EVERY PROJECT.
Our projects serve the whole community: 
homes, schools, health clinics, and community 
centers. Community members receive extensive 
training to skillfully build, operate, and  
maintain their projects in perpetuity. Women 
play a critical role in the governance and  
maintenance of their water and sanitation  
systems. The end result is a community-owned 
project that lasts.

CONSISTENT SUPPORT IS KEY.
We provide stable funding to our country 
partners. This enables them to retain  
qualified and experienced staff so they can 
develop strong  relationships with local 
communities and engage in long-term  
strategic planning.
 
WE FOLLOW UP. 
We routinely visit our projects to evaluate 
our work, to hold our partners accountable, 
and to share and exchange knowledge.



TAKE WHAT YOU LOVE & TURN IT INTO WATER

Rossonya sold lemonade.Pooja organized a walk for water.Peter ran 60 miles in one day.

Pat & Teri turned wine into water.Brian organized a 100-mile bike ride.Lucy sang.

We believe the global water and 
sanitation crisis can be solved  
by building a community of  
concerned people and together  
taking simple and effective   
actions. 

The stable funding provided by 
grassroots support maximizes the 
effectiveness of our international 
work.



SEATTLE BENEFIT 

Water1st supporters attended events  
in Seattle, Chicago, Portland, and Tempe. 
 
IN CHICAGO, WE RAISED OVER $100,000 

$1,000,000
IN A SINGLE EVENING, WE RAISED OVER

IN A SINGLE DAY

YOUTH BOARDS 

YOUTH ARE IMPORTANT ADVOCATES FOR CLEAN WATER.
Our Middle School and High School Youth Board programs provide an 
opportunity for students to act as global citizens and leaders by serving 
as water ambassadors in their schools and communities. Youth board 
members played a pivotal role in reaching the $100,000 milestone for 
the Seattle Carry5 Walk for Water.  

WE WALK SO THEY DON’T HAVE TO.  
700 walkers carried water in solidarity with the millions of 
women and girls who still carry water every day.  



 

,

Bangladesh, Ethiopia,  
Honduras, and India

This unique travel opportunity allows supporters 
to experience firsthand the tremendous impact a 
successful water project has on people’s lives.

MEET THE PEOPLE YOU SUPPORT 
TRAVEL WITH US



COUNTRY SPONSOR ($250,000+)
Brian & Diane Langstraat

PROJECT SPONSORS 
($50,000 - $100,000)
Anonymous
Stan & Kristine Baty
Ron & Barbara Carucci
Covenant World Relief
Laird Norton Family Foundation
Seattle International Foundation
 
$25,000 - $49,000
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Ty Cramer & Steve Romein
Echo Bay Foundation
George & Patricia Ann Fisher Foundation
Terrence & Ellen Gibbons
Jonathan & Erin Grodnick
Pat Kennedy & Melissa Ries
Mary Pigott
SurveyMonkey
Darryl Swenson & Carol Merrifield
 
$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous
Sheryl & John Bruce
Combined Federal Campaign
Cunningham Family Fund
Leslie Danoff & Larry Robbins
Margie Duckstad & Kevin Coluccio
Ethiopian Orphan Relief
Russell & Rhonda Garrison
Lenore Hanauer Foundation
Microsoft Giving Campaign
Northwest School Students & Families
Qualcomm
Martin & Nathalie Simsak
Siochan Fellowship
Bryan & Christy Smith
Richard & Barbara Stuart
Dan Temkin & Lori Brennan
Living Water

Trinity Lutheran Lynnwood,
Pointe of Grace Mukilteo, 
Edmonds Lutheran

Tomoko Yamazaki & Peter Duncan

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
Anne-Marie Amies Oelschlager
    & Brant Oelschlager
Bayley Family Foundation
Briar & Monique Branch-Moore
CLF Family Charitable Foundation
Coluccio Law
Karen & John Crotty Foundation
William & Susanne Daniell
Sara DeRuyck & Chris Hansot
Avis Durgan & Jeffrey Stephenson
Joshua & Kimberly Epperson
Sarah Ford & Bharat Shyam
Hayes Family Foundation
David Higley & Shannon Loftis
Megan & Tim Kirley
Laird Norton Company
Heather Leach & Mark Hofer
Jonathan Mark & Donna Sakson
Sripal Mehta
Jennifer Norling & Kirk Anderson
Craig & Deanna Norsen
Northwest Hydraulic Consultants
Paragon Wealth Advisors
Derek Pell & Kristin Lamson
Rexonad Beaufort
Peter Rogers & Valerie Crotty
Eric Schoening 

 & Christine Maxwell Schoening
Schuchart/Dow
Marla Smith-Nilson & Jim Nilson
Ernest & Lynnel Swanson
Alex & Erika Washburn
Edward & Cecilia Whatley
 
$2,500 - $4,999
Gregory Baldwin
David & Leigh Bangs
Sarah Banks & Malcolm Harker
Embrey Bronstad & Joe Cook
Michael Birch
Anders & Monica Brown
Bruce & Debbie Cady
Linda & Mac Cheever
Brian Clark & Liz Banse
Jennifer & Kevin Convery

$2,500 - $4,999 (cont.)
John & Elsie Crossman
Scott & Julie Dahlberg
Kristina Dermody & Israel Rodrigo
Nancy Eiselt & Dan Billey
Erich Eiselt
John & Nicole Hannah
David Hartley & Helen Weagraff
Mike & Jennifer Hrachovec
King County Employee Giving Program
Lawrence Leibowitz 

 & Tara Greenway Leibowitz
Peggy McClintock
The Miller/Hull Partnership
James Moore & Kristi Branch
Steve & Patty Morrissey
Anne & Clay Nielsen
Karen Nilson & Chris Pamp
Paramitas Foundation
Judy Pigott
Seth Schneider  
John & Susan Sercu
Kyle Sontgerath & Rina Hahn
State of Washington Employees
Patrick & Teri Tucker/Water from Wine
Thomas & Jeanne Walker
Mark Wener & Corinne Fligner
Scott & Fiona Wolf
 
$1,000 - $2,499
Anonymous
Ted & Carol Anderson
Kirsten Anderson & Kevin Sabol
Brian Arbogast & Valerie Tarico
Susan & Stuart Ashmun
Aspect Consulting
Glenn Atwood & Ellen Cecil
Kathy Barker & Alan Aderem
Twyla & Chris Becker
Andy Benjamin & Nan Herbert
Melanie Benson
Greg & Margie Berger
Matthew & Barbara Black
Zachary & Melissa Bode
Molly & Robert Briscoe
Aaron Bueler & Carolyn True
Chris & Cara Butcher

$1,000 - $2,499  (cont.)
Karen Cameron
Lynn & Bill Carr
Michael Chamberlain
Andy & Yun Kyung Cho
City of Seattle Employees
Elaine Coles
William & Susan Cornelius
Costco Wholesale
Matt & Catherine Day
Leslie Decker
J.D. & Jo Ann Denney
Gretchen Dingman & Tom Lee
Dodge & Cox
David D’Souza & Linda Floyd
James Duffus
Edmonds Unitarian Universalist Church
Dwight Elving
Ronald & Belle Elving
Walter & Jane Enterline
Brett & Erin Estell
Eugene M. Skoglund Corporation
Howard Eustis
Marilyn & John Faherty
Kevin Feltes
Lynn Ferguson
First Covenant Church of Portland
James & Amanda Franck
Patti Frazer Lock
Kurt & Frannie Galley
Ken & Sandy Glass
Sheryl Greco & Steve Deem
Laura Greifenkamp
Mary Kay Gugerty & Dan Siemann
Carl Haefling & Pamela Johnson
Spencer Hamlin
John & Nicole Hannah 

Teresa & Tom Healy
Mathias Herzog & 

Cheryl Hoffman Herzog
Angele & Mark Hunskor
Eric & Jen Jacobson
Jill & James Jago
Karas Family Foundation
Larry & Karen Karpack
Kanchan Kaye
Kate Kerkering & Alex Chen
Kate & Peter Klein
Neen & Kirk Koenigsbauer
The Korean American Project
James & Laura Leaver
M. A. Mortenson Company
Mary Lou Mackay & David Bailey
Rod & Marcia Macleod
Jamie & Lisa Magnusson
Ramesh & Celia Manne
The Mark & Judith Bloomberg 

Family Foundation
Heather & Matt Maurin
McMinnville Covenant Church
Shelley & Scott McIntyre
Jennifer Melville & Brian Todd
Gerald & Wendy Mickle
Rachel & Josh Montgomery
Richard & Dora Moxon
Ramez Naam & Molly Nixon
Tom & Beth Nelson
Soek Mun Ng & Mike D’Alessandro
Larry & Betty Nilson
Asa Noriega & Michael Skoglund
Taral Patel & Sanjay Shah
John Payseno 

& Siobhan Fernandes-Richards

Janet Pelz & Robert Koplowitz
Laura Periman & Rick Spoonemore
William & Jane Petzold
Russ Porter
Darren & Janine Pritt
Rain City Church Women’s Ministry
Bruce Reed & Diana Lehet
Nils Reuter
Review Foundation
Omar & Lora Shahine
James & Kaye Slavet
Ken & Mary Jo Smith
Gary & Ann Smith
Kathryn Sokoloski
Richard & Jennifer Springhall
St. Joseph School
Jim & Jolanne Stanton
Sterling Realty Organization
Stifel Nicolaus
Jay Stock
Bob Stoneburner & Katherine Kim
Richard & Diane Sugimura
Ron & Anne Taylor
Terex Corporation
Laura Trimingham & Will Hicks
Alta Turner
United Way of King County
Vita Water
Washington State Environmental

Health Association
Jodi & Dave Weigand
Brent & Sara Weisel
Dan & Ann Wiesbrock
Tom & Carol Woltjer
Joan Zetterlund

EVENT SPONSORS
Aspect Consulting	      
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
Coluccio Law       
Edward Jones        
Fremont Studios 

Laird Norton Family Foundation  
Miller/Hull Partnership 	
Mortenson
Natural Systems Design       
Navalent 	

Northwest Hydraulic Consultants 
Paragon Wealth Advisors
Rexonad Beaufort 
Schuchart/Dow

2014 SUPPORTERS 
We couldn’t do it without you.
 
While space does not allow us to acknowledge  
all of our supporters, every gift is valued.

Your support has a lasting impact on thousands  
of lives and sends a message of hope to the people 
we serve.



VISIT WATER1ST.ORG  
to learn more, to donate,  
or to begin your own campaign  
to save lives.

EVERY $75 RAISED  
TRANSFORMS 1 LIFE 
FOREVER

Easy access to clean water and toilets creates opportunity.
 
With the constant burden of water fetching and illness lifted,  
families can move beyond the demands of daily survival.
 
Women can earn an income. Families begin to save money.
 
Girls can go to school, breaking the cycle of illiteracy among women.
 
Addressing the water and sanitation needs of the world’s poorest  
is the one activity, that when done properly, saves lives and generates  
benefits that can break the cycle of extreme poverty.

Worldwide, 35-50% of water projects fail within the first 5 years.   
WATER1ST PROJECTS ARE DIFFERENT—THEY LAST. 
We know this because we consistently monitor our projects.


