


SINCE 2005:

154,925  
LIVES TRANSFORMED  

$14,278,000 RAISED

In 2015 we celebrated our 10 year anniversary as an organization. Thanks 
to the Water1st community, it was a year of tremendous growth. Together, 
we raised $2,648,000. With 88% of our expenses going to programs, we 
completed more projects than ever before.  
 
Water1st was created to build water projects that would last. We believe 
poor people are their own best resource in escaping poverty so we fund 
solutions based on their priorities. In a world that entices us with new  
technologies, it is easy to lose track of the human element. But we have 
remained true to our vision — to provide permanent solutions that have the 
greatest impact. You can be confident your gifts to Water1st throughout the 
years have been invested in projects that are still in use today.  
 
The financial support of the Water1st community is the engine that powers 
our project success. Thank you for believing in this mission and making it 
your own. 

Margie Duckstad			   Marla Smith-Nilson 
Chair, Board of Directors			  Executive Director 



IN 2014:

348 
PROJECTS COMPLETED  

96 
PROJECTS UNDERWAY  

SERVING 10,261 PEOPLE

IN 2015:

17,967   
LIVES TRANSFORMED

HONDURAS:   
17 PROJECTS  
5,554 PEOPLE SERVED

INDIA:  
35 PROJECTS 
14,400 PEOPLE SERVED 

ETHIOPIA:  
5 PROJECTS 
17,384 PEOPLE SERVED

BANGLADESH:  
1,506 PROJECTS 
104,028 PEOPLE SERVED

PARTNER:  COCEPRADIL PARTNER:  WATER ACTION PARTNER: AKSHAYNAGAR PALLISRI SANGHA PARTNER: DUSHTHA SHASTHYA KENDRA 

REVENUE          EXPENSES
2015

MANAGEMENT: 2%

FUNDRAISING:  
9.5%

PROGRAMS: 
88.5%

FOUNDATIONS: 18%

CORPORATIONS: 3%ALL OTHER: 1%

INDIVIDUALS: 
78%

WE LEVERAGE YOUR INVESTMENT.  
For every $1 invested, local government and  
communities contribute an additional 74¢.  

$2,648,000  
RAISED
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EVERY WATER1ST PROJECT INCLUDES PIPED WATER AND TAPS, TOILETS, HYGIENE EDUCATION, COMMUNITY ORGANIZING AND MANAGEMENT TRAINING.  

SMART, COMPREHENSIVE PROJECTS THAT LAST 

Our comprehensive water and toilet projects meet the immediate needs of people living 
in extreme poverty. They also play a substantial role in helping communities reach their  
potential. The unique benefit of a water and sanitation project is that, with attention given 
to the right details, a community will be transformed.

WHAT ARE THE RIGHT DETAILS TO INVEST IN?

1. A PIPED NETWORK WITH A HOUSEHOLD TAP
A household tap versus a community hand pump results in triple the volume of water used 
— providing maximum health benefits. With a tap at home, people have 24-hour access to 
abundant clean water for drinking, cooking, and growing gardens. They can routinely bathe 
and wash hands. Laundry can be done right at home.

A household tap also ends the long walk for water, freeing up time for women and girls. 
The time and energy saved can be redirected to important activities that lift families and 
communities out of extreme poverty — going to school, growing food, earning an income.

2. BUILD A TOILET PEOPLE WANT TO USE
Toilets dramatically reduce exposure to disease and deadly pathogens. In places where 
there are no toilets, what will convince people to start using one? The key is building one 
that people want to use. We have found that our project users value the same things we 
do—they want an indoor toilet that is odor-free and easy to clean.

3. LOCAL OWNERSHIP
Local ownership is vital to long-term project success. Poor people are incredibly  
resourceful. They succeed in repairing and maintaining their houses, plows, rickshaws, 
cooking pans — all the things that really benefit them. With specialized training,  
communities can independently operate and maintain their water and sanitation  
systems, too.
 
A piped water network is shared infrastructure, which is more challenging to manage 
than personal property. But the benefits are worth the extra effort and investment. Our 
local partners are key to developing organizational structures within the community 
that assure project sustainability. We carefully select our partners for their proven  
ability to prepare communities to manage their projects well and serve everyone  
equally. With these structures in place, community members go on to tackle other issues, 
such as education, trash collection, and access to electricity.

How do we know this investment is worthwhile? WE FOLLOW UP.

Worldwide, 35-50% of water projects fail within the first 5 years. Our projects are  
different — THEY LAST. We know what works because we routinely evaluate our  
projects and learn from past experience. Since 2005 we have completed 1,686 projects and 
not one has failed, proving that this comprehensive approach works. 



YOUTH ADVOCATES CAN CHANGE THE WORLD

YOUTH BOARDS. Over 40 students served on our High School & Middle School 
Boards, acting as global water ambassadors in their schools and communities.

SCHOOL OUTREACH. We visited dozens of classrooms and youth groups, educating 
students about the world water crisis and empowering them to make a difference.

GLOBAL FELLOWS. A select group of high school students participated in a 
global development curriculum that included a field seminar in our project  
communities in Ethiopia. Each gained a deeper understanding of the  
complexities of poverty, the effective community-led development philosophy 
of Water1st, and a powerful voice to advocate for the people they met.

Global Fellows — Dawo Kara, Ethiopia water inauguration



$1,600,000
ALL IN ONE NIGHT...

A $500,000 donation granted.
‘2015 World Citizen Award’ given to Water1st by the World Affairs Council. 

SEATTLE BENEFIT 

SEATTLE CARRY5 WALK FOR WATER | $120,000 RAISED 

WE WALK SO THEY DON’T HAVE TO.  
Over 700 walkers — schools, youth groups, companies, families — 
carried water in solidarity with the millions of women and girls who still 
carry water every day.

EVENTS  

GIVEWATERGIVELIFE
Seattle | Chicago  

WATER1ST BEER2ND
Portland | Seattle  

CARRY5 WALK FOR WATER
Seattle | Portland 
 
BIKE FOR WATER 
Seattle

Chicago GIVEWATERGIVELIFE | $135,000 raised.



 

Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Honduras, and India

This unique travel opportunity allows supporters 
to experience firsthand the tremendous impact a 
successful water project has on people’s lives.

MEET THE PEOPLE YOU SUPPORT 

TRAVEL WITH US



COUNTRY SPONSORS: $500,000
Anonymous

COUNTRY SPONSORS: $250,000 – $499,999
Jim Ennis Memorial Estate
Brian & Diane Langstraat 

PROJECT SPONSORS: $100,000 – $249,000
Not Yet Foundation

PROJECT SPONSORS: $50,000 – $99,999
Anonymous
Across the Globe Children’s Foundation
Stan & Kristine Baty
Covenant World Relief
Echo Bay Foundation
Terrence & Ellen Gibbons
Jonathan & Erin Grodnick
Laird Norton Family Foundation

$20,000 - $49,999
Anonymous
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Ron & Barbara Carucci
Ty Cramer & Steve Romein
Margie Duckstad & Kevin Coluccio
Russell & Rhonda Garrison
Pat Kennedy & Melissa Ries
Tim & Megan Kirley
Carol Nilson Memorial Estate
One Day’s Wages
Mary Pigott
Richard & Barbara Stuart
Surveymonkey.com
Darryl Swenson & Carol Merrifield

$10,000 - $19,999
Gerald Anderson Memorial Estate
Bayley Family Foundation
Sheryl & John Bruce
Coluccio Law
Combined Federal Campaign
Karen & John Crotty Foundation
Leslie Danoff & Larry Robbins
Ethiopian Orphan Relief
George & Patricia Ann Fisher Foundation
Lenore Hanauer Foundation 
Microsoft Giving Campaign

$10,000 - $19,999 (cont.)
Mark Peek
Eric Schoening & Christine Maxwell Schoening
Bryan & Christy Smith
Dan Temkin & Lori Brennan

$5,000 - $9,999
Sarah Banks & Malcolm Harker
Michael Birch
Briar & Monique Branch-Moore
Linda & Mac Cheever
CLF Family Charitable Foundation
William & Susanne Daniell
Avis Durgan & Jeff Stephenson
Josh & Kimberly Epperson
Jane Gold
Google
Allison & Steve Harr
Rick & Heidi Johnston
Laird Norton Company
Heather Leach & Mark Hofer
McMinnville Covenant Church
Sripal Mehta
Meriwether Partners
James Moore & Kristi Branch
Navalent
Jennifer Norling & Kirk Anderson
Craig & Deanna Norsen
Northwest Hydraulic Consultants
Brant Oelschlager &
   Anne-Marie Amies Oelschlager
Paragon Wealth Advisors
Derek Pell & Kristin Lamson
Judy Pigott
Qualcomm
Rexonad Beaufort
Peter Rogers & Valerie Crotty
Seattle International Foundation
John & Susan Sercu
Martin & Nathalie Simsak
Siochan Fellowship
Marla Smith-Nilson & Jim Nilson
James Stanton
Alex & Erika Washburn
Edward & Cecilia Whatley
Heidi Wills & Kobi Yamada
Tomoko Yamazaki & Peter Duncan

$2,500 - $4,999
Brian Arbogast & Valerie Tarico
Liz Banse & Brian Clark
Kathy Barker & Alan Aderem
Bruce & Debbie Cady
Carollo Engineers
Margaret & Bill Case
Dino & Jeannine Christofilis
Jennifer & Kevin Convery
John & Elsie Crossman
Sally & Eben Frankenberg
William Gates III
Tom Gleason & Mina Leon
Steven & Jaimie Han
Hayes Family Foundation
Neen & Kirk Koenigsbauer
Lawrence Leibowitz &
   Tara Greenway Leibowitz
Peggy McClintock
Jennifer Melville & Brian Todd
Steve & Patty Morrissey
Melissa & Pete Nelson
Larry & Betty Nilson
Paramitas Foundation
Bill & Teresa Predmore
Seth Schneider
Omar & Lora Shahine
Ron & Eva Sher
Kyle Sontgerath & Rina Hahn
Ernest & Lynnel Swanson
The Miller Hull Partnership
Scott & Fiona Wolf

$1,000 - $2,499
Anonymous
Ted & Carol Anderson
Arup
Christine & Perry Atkins
Glenn Atwood & Ellen Cecil
Marc & Dawn Austin
Zoe Barker-Aderem & Jesse Thach
Belred Retail LLC
Andy Benjamin & Nan Herbert
Greg & Margie Berger
Larien & Nancy Bieber
Matthew & Barbara Black
Zachary & Melissa Bode
Rebecca & Malcolm Briggs
Anders & Monica Brown
Katie Bumstead & Rags Durvasula
Karen Cameron
Lynn & Bill Carr

$1,000 - $2,499 (cont.) 
Michael Chamberlain
City of Seattle Employees
Hugh & Suzanne Clark
Julia & David Clarke
Bryan Cogman
Scott Colee & Renee Raker Colee
Joe Cook & Embrey Bronstad
Costco
Michael Coulson & Patricia Orellana
Mark & Angela Crandall
CTC Trading Group
Scott & Julie Dahlberg
Matt & Catherine Day
Steve Deem & Sheryl Greco
Kristina Dermody & Israel Rodrigo 
Sara DeRuyck & Chris Hansot
Don & Elaine DeRuyck
Connor Desai
Ziya Dikman & Kelly Kennedy
Gretchen Dingman & Tom Lee
Dodge & Cox
Mark & Rose Donner
Dorothy Echodu
Edmonds Unitarian Universalist Church
Glenn & Mary Ehrlich
Nancy Eiselt & Dan Billey
Ronald & Belle Elving
Walter & Jane Enterline
Marilyn & John Faherty
Kevin Feltes
Marilyn Firman
James & Amanda Franck
James Fukano
Jana & Sean Fullerton
Mary Kay Gugerty & Dan Siemann
Stacey & Dean Hackney
Carl Haefling & Pamela Johnson
Spencer Hamlin
Scott & Lynn Hannah
David Hartley & Helen Weagraff
Teresa & Tom Healy
Susan Heikkala & David Bowden
Mathias Herzog & Cheryl Hoffman Herzog
David Higley & Shannon Loftis
Blaine & Julie Hooper
Neil Horike
Angele & Mark Hunskor
Cindy Jacobs & Kevin Edwards
Joel & Anne Janda
Karas Family Foundation
Larry & Karen Karpack

Jim & Dolores Kemmerer
Sam Kennedy
Michael Kennedy
Kate Kerkering & Alex Chen
King County Employees
Mary Beth & Kurt Kovacic
Lake & Company Real Estate
Love Plumbing & Remodel
M. A. Mortenson Company
Mark & Judith Bloomberg Family Foundation
Mary Lou MacKay & David Bailey
Blake Magnuson & Colette Halverson
Jamie & Lisa Magnusson
Eugene Martin
Mary & Pete McBride
Pamela McCabe
Richard & Polly McClellan
Deena McCloskey & Jay Brodmerkel
Julie McCoy & Bill Broadhead
Shelley & Scott McIntyre
Nathan McLemore &
   Stephanie Bott McLemore
Michael & Wendy Mickle
David Miller & Susan Takemoto
Farzeen & Shiddeh Mohazzabfar
Rachel & Josh Montgomery
Philip Neale
Tom & Beth Nelson
Timothy Ness
Paul Ness
Anne & Clay Nielsen
Karen Nilson & Chris Pamp
Asa Noriega & Michael Skoglund
David & Priscilla Norling
Jay & Tina Nyce
Jay Oleson
Operation Dig Deep
Stephanie Page & Chris Kuhr
Laura Periman & Rick Spoonemore
Barbara Phillips
Russ Porter
Eric & Kim Prestbo
Jamie & Lauren Rauch 
Review Foundation
Alison & Greg Richards
Lisa Richmond & Steven Burke
Renee & Brendyn Ryan
David Sarr
Emily & Jeff Schrock
Seattle Pipeworks
Seattle Reign FC
Geoffrey & Linda Seuk

Lincoln & Ani Sieler
Tristi & Matt Sirotzki
Gary & Ann Smith
Christie Snyder & Alan Smith
St. Joseph School
Jim & Jolanne Stanton
State of Washington Employees
Patricia & Kimberly Stewart
Stifel Nicolaus
Jay Stock
Molly Swain & Mark Fritz
Ron & Anne Taylor
Stephen Toy & Jenny Anttila
Patrick & Teri Tucker
Verizon Foundation
Thomas & Jeanne Walker
Jason Weill
Mark Wener & Corinne Fligner
Jane & Douglas Westhoff
Daniel Won
Workday
Christina & Greg Wright
Amber Zeddies & Nate Miller
Joan Zetterlund
Kenneth & Paula Zweig

EVENT SPONSORS

Bayley Family Foundation
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Carollo Engineers
Coluccio Law
Core Solutions Group
Edward Jones
Fremont Studios
Heyday Farm
Kaspers Special Events and Catering
Lake Real Estate
Love Plumbing & Remodel
Miller Hull
Mortenson Construction
Navalent
Northwest Hydraulic Consultants
Paragon Wealth Advisors
Rexonad Beaufort
Seattle Pipeworks
Seattle Reign FC
Swanson Properties
Water from Wine
World Affairs Council

2015 SUPPORTERS While space does not allow us to acknowledge all of our donors, every gift is valued. Your support
has a lasting impact on thousands of lives and sends a message of hope to the people we serve.

WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU.



Easy access to clean water and toilets creates opportunity.
 
With the constant burden of water fetching and illness lifted,  
families can move beyond the demands of daily survival.
 
Women can earn an income. Families begin to save money.
 
Girls can go to school, breaking the cycle of illiteracy among women.
 
Addressing the water and sanitation needs of the world’s poorest people  
is the one activity that, when done properly, saves lives and generates  
benefits that can break the cycle of extreme poverty.

VISIT WATER1ST.ORG  
to learn more, to donate,  
or to begin your own campaign  
to save lives.

EVERY $75 RAISED  
TRANSFORMS 1 LIFE 

FOREVER


